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In Response to: Oxford Magazine, No. 452, Oth Week, TT, The New Roundheads”

“Sir, Is Lord Sumption aware that the Roundheads won?
Danny Dorling
St Peters College”

Which elicited this reply in the next issue of the Magazine.

Sir — Danny Dorling (Letters, Oxford Magazine, No. 453, Second Week, Trinity Term 2023)
could usefully extend his thinking. The Roundheads, having won the Civil War, then
managed to cling to power for barely an arid decade. In 1660 Restoration of the monarchy
was followed immediately by foundation of the Royal Society, along with initiation of a new
golden age of English literature, philosophy, music and the performing arts, comparable to
that of the Tudors.

The Great Plague and Great Fire of London (1666) were tragedies along the way, but did not
overshadow the cultural achievements.

In 2023 the challenge going forward is to ensure that Irene Tracey’s assumption of office
proves likewise to be a Restoration not merely of approaches to the Vice-Chancellorship, but
of academic priorities in the governance of the University.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Oppenheimer
Christ Church Canada
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