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Letter: Social infrastructure is also vital to recovery plan
From Patrick Allen and others

December 11, 2020

UK chancellor Rishi Sunak plans to set up a national infrastructure bank to
“channel billions of pounds into capital projects” (Report, November 21).1

We write to urge the chancellor to broaden his vision. The regeneration of
Britain’s “national infrastructure” must include investment in “social
infrastructure” such as childcare, schools and universities, regional theatres,

orchestras, common spaces and local sports.

The pandemic has shown these economic activities are just as vital to society
and the economy as the physical infrastructure of asphalt roads, green energy
and safe bridges. And research demonstrates that investment in care has
multiplier effects many times those of investing in construction, while
generating far fewer greenhouse gas emissions. Furthermore, these
investments can be kickstarted in less time than construction projects.

Under-investment in social infrastructure before the pandemic was a false
economy; it would be even more so as we move into the recovery phase.
Channeling money into Britain’s social infrastructure and especially into its
care, education, arts and training sectors would create jobs, generate income
for workers, the Treasury, and the wider economy, and contribute to a more
robust and sustainable economy.
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