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After the Fall

Lawrence Paulson mentions a recent study in the journal BMJ Open which estimates
that because past improvements have stalled, by 2020 there will be an additional
152,000 deaths in the UK (Letters, 19 July). On 18 June the Office for National
Statistics reported a further annual 5 per cent absolute rise in mortality in England.
This was after they had taken into account the effects of ageing, and is in addition to
the estimated 152,000.

Most of these deaths occurred before the weather turned very cold in February and, as
the ONS reported, ‘influenza activity remained at medium levels throughout the
whole of January and February 2018.” On 20 March Jeremy Hunt had incorrectly
stated in the House of Commons that mortality rates had ‘remained broadly stable
over recent years’. As his error became widely apparent, he sanctioned an inquiry by
Public Health England. No deadline has been set for the inquiry’s report.
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