How much evidence do you need?
Danny Dorling

Racism permeates societies in ways that makedtfloammost of us most of the time
to recognise how omnipotent it is. Racism is afsthe ether in a much wider sense
than is usually recognised. Thinking that is rairigtrigin, in underlying argument, is
used in much talk by affluent people when theytdrjustify why others are poor.
Others are often assumed to be of different ‘stansit to have the supposedly
inherent abilities of those in power. It is oftarggested, if not that often directly, that
many people are not well-off because they ‘havegobtvhat it takes’. In essence
such an argument is no more or less racist thaethrguments that people with
darker skin pigments are somehow inferior to thetle lighter skins.

Overt racism in 2% century British works on the basis of skin coléitst and religion
second. In the past religion ranked higher as &enarf who were to be discriminated
against (Catholics, Jews and Huguenots for insjaite signs and labels change
even though the underlying ways in which groupsséiggmatized and devalued
remain very similar over time. Racism occurs wheas suggested that some peoples
are less valuable, less needed than others, hsvefi@ right to be and to things than
others. This is how it is put in reports of surveysacademics.

“The Fourth National Survey of Ethnic Health (Naz2001) finds there is also ‘a
sense of being a devalued member of a devaluegtiws group’ and the ‘stress of
being a victim of racial harassment.” and ‘suggestslationship between experiences
of racial harassment, perceptions of racial disicration and a range of health
outcomes across different groups’ which are inddpehof socio-economic effects.”
((Roberts and McMahon 2008) page 42)

And how many people experience being victims oialdtarassment?: “Ovexrthird
of minority groups reported experiencing overt sactin Britain in 2005 and at least
five times as many racially motivated crimes ocedras were reported-.”

And how racist is the population at large?. That gan find in numerous surveys
depending on what you think a racist attitude mlggtYou might think racism is
more common amongst the working class, howéwety per cent of the supposedly
most influential movers and shakers of London sygdan late 2007 said they would
not vote for a London Major if the candidate weradlih?
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And, when a senior police officer in the London Meblitan Police Force
complained of racist discrimination, is was repdbtsuggested in the press that
because he was on a high salary he should not eamhprhere is great ignorance.

On ignorance, education policy “itself remains whadsed, as a source or carrier of
racism...” many more black pupils are excluded from schoobstd “systematic,
racial discrimination in the application of diserEry and exclusions policy ...[and in
2006 we learnt that] Black pupils wefféve times less likely to be registered as
‘gifted and talented®. Those who are most vocal and confident in thedicism

show how on race New Labour’s education policyheen assessed overall as being
in its effect: “actively involved in the defencegitimation and extension of White
supremacy®. This is through the choices that are being mage what is taught, how
ideas of inherent difference are propagated, arasw/kersion of history and
geography, literature and science is presentedrimational curriculum. But the
wider face of racism in education is IQism — theadhat inherited ‘talent’ exists and
hence diverges between different social groupsitinf people grouped by
race/ethnicities.

Ignorance was one of the five great social evigntdied over 60 years ago. Another
was “Want”, and the most acute want in Britain ®twleffect those which are most
often the target of racists. In the year 2000 mmsthebelled as asylum seekers had to
beg if for their new born children they “ran outroflk ... mid-week, having spent
their single £25 [food] voucher..’”In 1943 Winston Churchill had written that
“...there is no finer investment for any communitgrhputting milk into babies?”

Over a thousand refugees were recorded as hawdgodibeen killed due to
government control on migration in just a threeryg=iod in the late 1990s. Two
brothers from India tried to get to Britain holdiog within the undercarriage of a
plane. One survived. Just after the end of thisellyear period another two boys aged
15 and 16 were found dead in the landing gearpdéme that had arrived in Brussels
from Mali. One had written a letter found on hisligd

“Excellencies, gentlemen — members and those resiplerin Europe, it
is to your solidarity and generosity that we appiealyour help in Africa.
If you see that we have sacrificed ourselves astdor lives, it is
because we suffer too much in Africa and need leljr to struggle
against poverty and war ... Please excuse us very ouclaring to
write a letter.”
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If it were white children dying in the undercarréagf a plane you would have heard
of their stories, the letters, lives, wishes, hoped fears.

The Labour government of the millennium introduoesl laws in Britain to fine

lorry drivers if stowaways were found in their vels, with no exceptions: “...the
Conservatives asked if drivers would be fined & #sylum-seeker on board was a
baby? They would. What if the baby had died eng®Uthe police would have to
investigate whether he or she had died in Briteshtory before deciding if a fine was
necessary™ As long as the baby is long dead you would ndirs for accidentally
bringing it into the country, but by implication@v if you were to kill the baby...

They were not thinking of a white baby when theigd $hat. They were not thinking
that much at all.

After Ignorance and Want, amongst the five evilstrmame Idleness. The years of
life people suffer from being unemployed or undegpkayed can be estimated given
data on their ethnicities, qualification, residests occupatioh. Years of life are

lost from being more likely to be convicted to &pn sentence, or a longer sentence
for committing a crime if you are black rather thahite. In 1991 the census revealed
that in crude terms a man wiagel ve times more likely to be in prison if he were
black?. By “...2005, BME people accounted for approximately 24%hefmale

prison population and 28% of the female prison pefjpan (Home Office 2006a).
Between 1995 and 2003 the numbers of BME prisomléourom 8,797 to 17,775
(Home Office 2006c¢). [When] The Home Office changfeel recording method and
began using new census categories.” (Roberts amdiakicn 2008).

The Fourth evil was disease. Most people in Brivao are too ill to work due to be
ill health now suffer from mental illnesses rath®n physical ones. It is worth again
simply repeating the evidence: “The 2007 censusni@ission for Healthcare Audit,
2007) further highlights higher rates of admissidetention under the Mental Health
Act, seclusion (being locked in a room) and reflerfilom criminal justice agencies.
For men and women, the rates of admission for Bktgs were over three times
higher than average (ibid). In the ‘other Blackbgp, admission rates wetren times
higher than average. For detentions under the alléfgalth Act on admission, there
was an increase from 39% in 2005 to 43% in 200 wierall rates of detention
higher than average among Black Caribbean, Black#{, Other Black and
White/Black Caribbean Mixed Groups. Seclusions vedse higher than average
among Black Caribbean, Other Black men and amohgrQthite in both genders.
Black Caribbean, Black African and White/Black G#@ean Mixed groups had higher
than average rates by 56%, 33% and 33% respecf{ibaty.” ((Roberts and
McMahon 2008) page 33).

The fifth and final evil was squalor. Slums in Bitt have almost all been cleared.
Overcrowding for most has been rapidly decliningutby 1998-2006 — in the UK
“...over an eight year period the number of statutwneless household fell by
slightly over 8%; yet, in the same period the nunddenon-white BME homeless
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households increased by 14.5%. There was a strikargase in the number of
homeless African/Caribbean households of betweéf &ad 42%” ((Roberts and
McMahon 2008) pages 17 and 18). The unequal bligton of squalor continues:
“33% of Pakistanis and Bangladeshis living in udfitellings compared to 6%
White” (ibid).

British society, like many other societies, is ayv&cist society. A society bound
together partly though ideas of racial intoleraraf@nherent inability, a society in
which a majority of people are willing to acceptatieast ignore gross inequalities
based partly on the racist views of others (and then). This racism is most
obviously manifest in attitudes to people who trflee here (as it was before for the
Huguenots, Catholics and Jews). It is least oveofficial talk about the inherent
abilities of some groups over others. But once goeept racism of any kind, other
kinds seep into the consciousness, become morptabte

From the senior police officer being paid in exces£100,000 a year to the boy from
Mali found dead with a letter in his pocket, to ti@ss of poor mainly white school
children written off because they supposedly coromfthe ‘wrong stock’, racism is a
crime that causes both gross harm and which paotigtructs ethnicity. The
Huguenots, Jews and Catholics partly have theagslan British ethnic history
recorded because of the crimes committed agaiaest that formed them as groups
and had huge impact on their lives. Without suamey without such discrimination,
ethnicity and race fade and disappear.
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