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People on both the left and the right construct their stories, testaments 
and beliefs as to the way to behave. On the right, what is key is survival 
of the fittest (the most selfish?) and apparent market efficiency 
(blindness?), not being held back by the weakest (the feckless?), not 
believing that humans are capable of organizing themselves (leave it to 
the ‘price mechanism’?). 
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On the left there is too much faith in the ability of all of us to see sense 
and to rationally organize ourselves, too much faith that the majority will 
succumb to good argument when they hear it. There is too much 
harking back to defend previous success, defending council housing 
estates, comprehensive school uniformity, or clinical authority over 
patient inclusion. The left needs to regain the imagination it once had – 
it needs a metamorphosis. 
 
The left still underestimates the extent to which the minds of many in 
power have been closeted by upbringing, and the huge disadvantage 
caused by each generation having to learn the world anew (1). But there 
are a few certainties. One certainty we can be quite sure of is that the 
near future really will be very different, because, for at least the last five 
human generations, the near future has changed radically with each 
one (2).  
 
Don’t despair that there won’t be change. Don’t assume it will be for the 
better, nor necessarily for the worse; it may simply just be different. The 
very least we can do is describe clearly the crux of our present 
predicament; namely, that much that is currently wrong is widely seen 
as either inevitable or justifiable – despite not even being sustainable. 
 
As 2014 drew to a close, a protest took place in Mayfair at the London 
headquarters of the landlord Westbrook Partners. Some 60 tenants of 
the New Era housing estate took to the streets outside Westbrook’s 
plush offices to complain that they would soon be evicted because the 
rents were to be raised. One mother brought her two children, Angel, 
then aged 10 and Alfie, aged 11.(3) The public mood had changed. 
There was no way that this eviction was going to be permitted. Within 
20 days a deal had been done, and the tenants could stay. The news 
was announced on 19 December and spread around the world.(4) 
 
You can no longer evict children at Christmas, not in front of the 
cameras, not if the world is watching, and not when people have 
stopped being so afraid to act. In Britain, the vast majority think it is 
obvious that the NHS, state education and benefits matched to needs 
are good things; that ignorance, want, idleness, squalor and disease are 
bad things needing to be tackled, not accepted as inevitable. However, 
there is still a small, but rich and powerful, minority who are appalled at 
the amount of taxpayers’ money that goes into the NHS and push for 
more privatisation in the name of efficiency, the end result of such false 
efficiency often meaning that they can make a personal profit out of the 
NHS. They also think that as little as possible should be spent on 
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welfare, state education and social services. They aim to shrink the 
state, and some of them will go to extraordinary lengths to avoid paying 
taxes at all. 
 
It is obvious that elitism, exclusion, prejudice, greed, despair and the 
inequality that binds them all are harmful and need to be tackled. We 
need to beware the small, but rich and powerful minority who feel that 
they personally benefit from inequality, and who preposterously try to 
claim that in the end everyone else benefits, or who say that rising 
inequality is inevitable because of market forces and globalisation, or 
that the ‘riff-raff’ do not deserve any more whereas they are so very 
deserving.  
 
We only have to look around the world to see that many other affluent 
countries are not behaving like Britain and the US are behaving today. 
Injustice is not inevitable. What is important is not getting to some 
arbitrary goal, but the direction in which we are travelling. The current 
levels of inequality in the US and the UK would have been unimaginable 
a few decades ago. 
 
We do not know by how much it will be possible to reduce inequality, 
but we will easily know if we are heading in the right direction, which will 
be when the share of the richest 1 per cent falls. 
 
When I started to work on this new edition [of ‘Injustice’], I was 
expecting to just update the facts and figures with more recent statistics. 
What I found in the numbers surprised me. Following the 2008 
economic crash, the US Federal Reserve Board was floundering over 
financial statistics that it had been updating quarterly since 1980, and in 
retrospect they had to revise their recent statistics substantially. What 
had been published was fiction. The UK government preferred to avoid 
producing statistics where possible, even proposing to stop the national 
census that had been undertaken every 10 years since 1801 (other than 
in wartime). Statistics from non-government sources showed that the 
poorest were getting poorer and the richest much richer. 
 
In the US and across Europe, we moved from an atmosphere of ‘the 
bankers should suffer for this’ to ‘we are all in this together’. We then 
began to realize that the richest, including the bankers and financial 
institutions that had created the crash, were actually not in it with us, but 
were making a bonanza for themselves, and the bottom 99 per cent 
were paying for it. The poorest were suffering the most gratuitous 
hardship, gratuitous because the cuts to their standards of living hardly 
dented the deficit but destroyed so many lives. There was an element of 



	   4	  

sadism in the new UK government policies. Many of the unemployed 
accepted zero hours contracts, low wage (below living wage) 
employment or registered as self-employed, despite little prospect of 
financial benefit but so as to avoid the ritual humiliations of the ‘job’ 
centres. 
 
While inequalities have increased within most nations in the last five 
years, there was some evidence of increasing equality between nations, 
but between individuals worldwide there was still rapidly increasing 
inequality. Those in power were being more careful over how they 
chose their words, but their actions showed no change in their attitudes 
to the very rich and how many they thought were undeserving. 
 
The elite are reluctant to do anything about that which is morally wrong, 
but still technically legal, while they are happy to pillory ‘benefit cheats’. 
The UK MPs’ expenses scandal,(5) first publicized by The Telegraph 
newspaper in May 2009, revealed just how upright and honourable 
many of our political leaders actually were. The wealth of those in 
government and of their friends revealed their probable allegiances: ‘All 
great political action consists of and begins with, speaking out about 
that which is. All political petty-mindedness consists of being silent and 
covering up that which is.’(6) To that we should add: ‘To be truly radical 
is to make hope possible, rather than despair convincing.’(7) Now is the 
time when we most need hope. 
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