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In the ‘Origin of Species’, Charles 
Darwin described how a 
population explosion occurs and 
called the time of population 
explosion “ favourable seasons”.

Charles was not to know it, but 
such circumstances arose for his 
own species at around the time of 
his own birth.

However, the favourable seasons 
for human population growth 
were not experienced favourably, 
with times of great social 
dislocation from small scale 
enclosure to global colonisation. 
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Now those seasons are over, 
we have experienced the first 
ever sustained slowdown in 
the rate of global human 
population growth.

This has been the case for at 
least one human generation.

However, we are not just 
slowing down in terms of how 
many children we have, but in 
almost everything else we do 
other than in the rise in global 
temperatures that we 
are recording and that we 
have to live with. 
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Conclusion - Slowdown: (The End of the Great Acceleration—

and Why It’s Good for the Planet, the Economy, and Our Lives)

Great economic inequalities will be hard to sustain during and following 

slowdown. As things change less, it will become much more difficult to 

make money out of a shrinking and aging population who may also 

become savvier and harder to fool with the allure of the “new”.

Slowdown means goods lasting longer; 

it means less waste. It means that many 

of the things that we currently think of 

as great social and environmental 

problems will not be problematic in 

future. We will, of course, have new 

problems—most of which we cannot 

even imagine right now.
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